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At Johnson & Johnson in Sunbury-on-Thames

The Government’s economic policies have really started to 
bear fruit in the last few months. Between March and June, 
Britain’s economic output surpassed the peak we saw in 
2008, before the recession. Spelthorne’s economy is doing 
well too. Unemployment now stands at less than 1.2%. 

I visited a number of local businesses in recent months to 
better understand how they operate. I went to Boon Building 
Services in Staines-upon-Thames, Kingston Technology 
and Johnson & Johnson in Sunbury-on-Thames and British 
Airways at Heathrow. They were optimistic about the future, 
but did talk about the bureaucratic obstacles they still 
encounter. In Parliament, I have consistently argued that 
the Government should implement more business-friendly 
reforms. Businesses create the wealth and jobs locally that 
we need long term.

Visiting the Stanwell Rose Community Centre

Last winter, we saw unprecedented flooding in the Borough. 
Flood levels reached a height not seen since the great 
floods of 1947, and there was a great deal of devastation. 
Many residents are still unable to live in their homes. I have 
spent a lot of time trying to get different bodies such as the 
Council, Thames Water and the Environment Agency to work 
together to improve our flood defences for the future. This 
is an ongoing enterprise, which brings many elements of the 
community together. 

In May, I held an adjournment debate in Parliament 
to raise, at the highest level, the impact of the floods in 
Spelthorne, question why the River Ash flooded and discuss 
how private bodies are held to account when errors are made. 
I also took part in flood forum meetings at Staines Leisure 
Centre and in Lower Sunbury. The Environment Agency are 
developing a plan, “The River Thames scheme,” to alleviate 

flood risks locally.  This will involve capacity increases to 
Sunbury, Molesey and Teddington weirs and building a flood 
diversion channel.

I sympathise with the deep concerns people have about 
the proposed eco park development at Charlton Lane, 
Shepperton. Surrey County Council granted it planning 
permission, and this decision was then referred to the 
Secretary of State. I have written to the Secretary of State 
urging him to show restraint in granting final approval. I feel 
that it is my duty to voice concerns about the encroachment 
onto green belt land and the potential impact on the local 
community of the proposed development.

To promote local enterprise, I helped set up the Spelthorne 
Business Plan Competition. The competition – in its second 
year – opens on 1st September. Details are overleaf!



ONE GREAT 
IDEA WINS 
3500 
POUNDS 
THE 
SPELTHORNE 
BUSINESS PLAN 
COMPETITION 
2014

Organised by Kwasi Kwarteng MP and Spelthorne Borough Council

The Spelthorne Business Plan Competition represents a search for the 
local business entrepreneurs of tomorrow.

Details
Participants are asked to think of a business idea and fill in a short online 
form. Participants with the best ideas will progress to a semi-final, where they 
will submit a fully developed business plan. Finalists will pitch their ideas to 
a panel of business experts in a “Dragons’ Den” style final.

Prizes
- The winner will receive £3500, deposited into a business bank account, 
   and mentoring and support to help them bring their business ideas to life
- The runner up will receive £1000
- Third placed will receive £200

Eligibility
- All participants must be residents of, work in or currently be in education 
  in the Borough of Spelthorne
- All participants must be aged 16 or over
- The competition can be entered by individuals or in teams (4 people max)
- The competition welcomes plans for new businesses only
- Business plans may be submitted for any type of business

Deadlines
- The competition opens for entries on 1st September and closes for 
  entries on 17th October

in association with

To enter visit www.spelthorne.gov.uk/businesscomp
Join the facebook page for more information


